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"The Teaching School provides us 
with a level of emotional, spiritual 
and educational support that you 
wouldn’t find elsewhere. We are 
supported as much as possible in 
order for us to succeed."

Teaching School Student,  
St Philip’s Christian College,  
NSW Hunter "
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Established in 1948, Alphacrucis (AC) University College is at the 
forefront of equipping leaders for careers of influence in education, 
business, social science, chaplaincy, theology, and community 
services. AC is also the national college of Australian Christian 
Churches (ACC), the largest movement (by actual attendance) of 
Protestant Churches in Australia, consisting of over 1000 churches 
and over 400,000 constituents.

AC is a multidisciplinary and dual sector self-accrediting Higher 
Education Provider, offering courses in education, business, social 
science, and theology from VET courses through to PhD. It operates 
campuses in all Australian state capitals, and in Auckland. Courses 
are also delivered through onshore and offshore study centres, 
including in Finland and the Philippines, third parties and a global 
online platform. All AC higher education courses are accredited 
by the Australian Tertiary Education Quality Standards Authority 
(TEQSA). 
 

The University College has also performed well in student satisfaction 
measures through the QILT surveys, consistently being ranked within 
the top 20 tertiary providers around the country.

Up until recently, there were no viable, sustainable, high-volume, and 
practical solutions for guaranteeing high volume, quality pipelines 
for teachers into Australian Christian Schools. That changed, 
however, when Alphacrucis University College partnered with the 
large St Philip’s Christian College network to co-design and pioneer 
Australia’s first Teaching School Hub. This model has since spread, 
including Hunter Christian School and Maitland Christian School as 
affiliate members. It has expanded into other Hubs: including the 
Teaching Schools Alliance Sydney (The Scots College, St Andrew’s 
Cathedral School, William Clarke College, Blue Mountains Grammar 
School, and Inaburra School); the St Thomas Aquinas Teaching 
School of the Catholic Archdiocese of Tasmania, and Christian 
Education Ministries (CEM: a network of 10 Schools in 5 states,  
plus 2000 distance education students). 

About
W H O  W E  A R E
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The Teaching School is a dream that has  
now become a reality. I believe that the Teaching 
School is a way forward for teacher education in 
this country.  
The immediate on-the-job application of the 
learnt theory is extremely beneficial for producing 
successful teachers, but beyond this, we are 
educating teachers in a tertiary setting which is 
Christ-focused, and this is ground-breaking.  
The St Philip's Teaching School will be producing 
teachers who have had four years of in-classroom 
teaching experience and teachers educated from  
a Christian worldview. 

Graeme Irwin 
 Executive Principal, St Philip's Christian College

T H E  C L I N I C A L  
T E A C H I N G  M O D E L

The Clinical Teaching Model flips the conventional model of teacher training, 
bringing exceptional higher education onsite into a group of schools.  
The Teaching Schools Alliance partners with Alphacrucis University College 
who provide a range of accredited courses, including the Bachelor of Education 
(Secondary, Primary and Early Childhood) and the Master of Teaching 
(Secondary and Primary). Through its partnership with Alphacrucis University 
College, the Teaching School provides an innovative and dynamic placement 
program. Teaching schools commit to offering trainee positions to a  
cohort of pre-service teachers each year.  
These targeted trainees study together in a Christ-centred environment, 
working from day one of their degree in the classroom under the guidance of a 
Mentor Teacher. The Clinical Teaching Model provides practical teacher training 
that inducts a trainee into the art and craft of teaching, embedded within the 
values and ethos of the group of schools that have come together to create the 
teaching school.
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School-based training 
You will be in the classroom, supported by your Mentor Teacher, 
from the commencement of your degree. You will have the 
opportunity to engage with the students and experience the role of 
a teacher in a Christian school from the beginning of your training. 
In fact, you will spend an average of 12 hours a week with your 
Mentor Teacher. 

A broad experience 
Engaging with other schools is crucial to your development as 
a teacher. Throughout your journey as a trainee, you will spend 
time at a number of different schools. This will include each of the 
Schools in your network, as well as time at schools outside the 
network. It is our desire that all trainees will also engage in mission 
and service programs.

A community of support 
You will be supported on your journey by the staff at the Teaching 
School, lecturers from Alphacrucis University College, and broader 
school-based staff, who are dedicated to your spiritual growth, 
wellbeing and development as a teacher.

A dedicated mentor 
Regular meetings with your Mentor Teacher will help you to reflect 
on your classroom observations and to guide your development as 
a teacher. Your Mentor Teacher will support you to ensure that your 
time in the school is a rich and rewarding experience, with a  
Christ-centred approach. 

A teaching position at the  
end of your training program 
Both Alphacrucis University College and the Teaching School are 
invested in your development. The Teaching School wants you to 
stay and teach with them at the end of your training program and 
become a qualified teacher. They will endeavour to secure you a 
role at your school or at another school in the network family.  
After you complete your training, the teaching school will continue 
to offer you support in your development as a new teacher.

The Scholarship Program  
Several Teaching Schools - but not all - offer scholarship positions to 
a select number of successful applicants. There are often different 
levels of scholarship positions available. These scholarships may 
comprise of a paid weekly Teaching Assistant position, a reduction 
in course fees and the use of a MacBook to assist you with your 
studies throughout the cadetship. Each teaching school is different, 
so please speak to the coordinator of the particular teaching school 
programme with which you are engaged. 

Why
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The Alphacrucis  
Regional Coordinator

The AC Coordinator will support 
you with anything relating to the 
Bachelor of Education program 
and will ensure that you are 
compliant with registration 
requirements. 

Head of  
Teaching School

The Head of Teaching School 
will liaise and work with 
Alphacrucis and the schools 
to ensure that we offer you a 
caring, nurturing and supportive 
program.

Teaching School  
Coordinator

Teaching School Coordinators 
are excellent practitioners of 
Christian education. The focus 
of their responsibility is to 
support and guide your Mentor 
Teachers as they work with you 
in an applied Christian school 
setting. 

Mentor  
Teachers

Mentor Teachers are 
experienced teachers who 
demonstrate a clear level of 
understanding of the distinctive 
nature of Christian teaching.  
The focus of their responsibility 
is to support and guide you 
daily in all aspects of your 
development as a teacher.
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Your Teaching 
School Journey
Your study pathway combined with your online study 
is full-time and is undertaken in conjunction with your 
school placement. 
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1-2  
days per week 
working as a 

Teaching Assistant 
with a Mentor 

Teacher

6 
intensive lecture 
weeks each year 

delivered both 
onsite and online 

1-2  
days per week 

lectures with AC,  
in multiple modes

350  
days of school-

based experience by 
the completion of 

your degree
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You as a Student
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You as a Teacher

Teaching  
School  
Trainee

Strong Christian faith and involved  
in your church community

Committed and reliable

Dedicated and determined in 
the face of challenges

Ability to prioritise effectively

Empathetic and highly 
developed interpersonal skills

Passion for innovation and excellence

Committed to course work and attendance

A desire to grow and learn

High standard of literacy and numeracy

Ability to work collaboratively

Passionate and committed to improving 
the lives of young people

Professional in presentation 
and behaviour

Committed to the strong 
belief in and calling to 
Christian Education

Demonstrated 
understanding of the 
role and responsibilities 
of an educator

Who
Alphacrucis Teaching School Hubs 11



St Philip’s Teaching School - Draft 11

The process involved 
when applying 
• Your decision to embark on this journey is an important one, 

and we consider the selection of Trainee Teachers to be a 
two-way process. It is just as important that you embrace the 
Teaching School vision, as it is for us to hear why you are 
applying for a scholarship. The selection process involves: 

• The opportunity to meet with the Head of the Teaching School 
to find out more about the Teaching School program 

• An interview with The Executive Principal and representatives 
from the Teaching School and Alphacrucis University College

• The completion of a literacy and numeracy test 

• Engaging in a child-focussed activity 

• Participating in a group discussion with other applicants
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"The highlights are getting to watch 
the students day by day, seeing 
their growth, their learning curves, 
and being able to experience some 
of that with them. And getting to 
apply what we're learning at AC on 
our school practical days."

Michael Ratumu
Bachelor of Education (Primary), 
Teaching School Alliance Sydney 
(William Clarke College) "



Offers

Should you be successful, 
you will be offered a 
conditional position with 
the Teaching School, 
on the proviso that 
you meet the Tertiary 
entrance requirements 
for the Education Degree 
(Bachelor of Education or 
Master of Teaching).  
At this point you will have 
the opportunity to visit 
your potential placement 
school and meet with the 
Principal of that school.

Once you have 
received your 
application 
pack, you will be 
guided through 
the process of 
enrolment with 
Alphacrucis 
University College 
and the Teaching 
School.

Apply

Register your interest in the Teaching 
School by emailing them by the closing 
date. Once they have received your 
expression of interest they will send you 
an enrolment application pack.

Scholarship 
interviews will 
be held in the 
first two weeks 
of November. 

Interview

3

4
2

1
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Our aim is to support you 
through the application 
process, so please don’t 
hesitate to contact us if we 
can help in any way.

Expressions of interest

How  
to Apply
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Prior to commencement, you will 
have the opportunity to visit your 
school, and to meet your Mentor 
Teacher. This will enable you to 
prepare for the year ahead.

Meet your Mentor Teacher

Our first intensive lectures / 
weekly lectures commence 
mid-January. Lectures will 
be held one-two days each 
week, throughout the school 
terms, determined by the 
AC academic staff in close 
consultation with the teaching 
school.

Commence your study

6
5
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The Hubs
Alphacrucis Teaching School Hubs 15

St Philip's School Alliance

St Thomas Aquinas Teaching School

Christian Education Ministries Teaching Training School

Teaching Schools Alliance

St Philip's Christian College Gosford, St Philip's Christian College 
Newcastle, St Philip's Christian College Port Stephens, St Philip's Christian 
College Cessnock, Maitland Christian School, Hunter Christian School

St Thomas Aquinas  
Teaching School 

Blue Mountains Grammar School, Inaburra School,  
St Andrew’s Cathedral School, The Scots College, William Clarke College

Christian Education Ministries Teaching Training 
School, Australian Christian Colleges  
(10 colleges Australia-wide)
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"

""As a teacher, it is my 
desire to encourage young 
people to rise up and fulfill 
their God given potential. 
I am incredibly grateful for 
the opportunity to work 
in a school for 1-2 days a 
week whilst completing  
my degree."
Brittany Shapcott 
Masters of Teaching Graduate,
Teaching School Alliance Sydney  
(The Scots College)
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Teaching School Hub 
30 Cowper Street, Parramatta NSW 2150 Australia 
TeachingSchool@spcc.nsw.edu.au 
1300 228 355 AC.EDU.AU

Alphacrucis University College acknowledges the generous 

contribution that St Philip’s Teaching School has made in allowing 

their original student prospectus to be adapted for general use across 

AC’s Teaching School Hubs. Images and design are the intellectual 

property of St Philip’s Christian College, used with permission.


