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Program Handbook: Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

1. Program Details:  

1. i. Full Title: Doctor of Philosophy 

2. ii. Abbreviated Title: PHD 

3. iii. AC Faculty Category: Theology 

4. iv. Campuses: Parramatta, Brisbane, Perth, Auckland, Global Online 

5. v. AC Program Director: Professor Paul Oslington 

6. vi. Course Length: 3 years full-time; up to 10 years part-time 

7. vii. AQF Level: 10 

8. viii. Accreditation period:  Review in 2019, reaccreditation in 28/05/2022 

 

2. Pathways/ admission  

IELTS 

International English Language Testing Service (IELTS) of 7.0, with a score of not less than 

7.0 in any band, or equivalent. IELTS (or equivalent) is not required for applicants who have 

undertaken the full four years of required higher education study (or equivalent) in English 

from an approved country. 

 

Academic Entry Requirements 

1. Graduate of an undergraduate degree - Completion of an AQF Level 8 Bachelors (Honours 

1 or 2a) degree in a relevant field, or equivalent. Demonstrated knowledge of research 

methodology equivalent to RES601 AND methodology in the area of specialisation. 

 

2. Graduate of a postgraduate degree - Completion of an AQF Level 9 or above postgraduate 

qualification in a relevant field, or equivalent. This must include at least a 20 credit point 

research component and an overall GPA at least 2.8. 

 

3. Overseas students  Completion of an AQF Level 8 Bachelors (Honours 1 or 2a) degree in a 

relevant field, or equivalent, or completion of an AQF Level 9 or above postgraduate 

qualification in a relevant field, or equivalent. This must include at least a 20 credit point 

research component and an overall GPA at least 2.8. Demonstrated knowledge of research 

methodology equivalent to RES601 AND methodology in the area of specialisation. 

 

Application Process  
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A pre-admission interview for all applicants will be conducted by the Program Director or 

Dean of School and bridging courses, such as RES601 Research Methods, may be required. 

 

In exceptional circumstances the Program Director may recommend that an applicant be 

admitted who does not have the qualifications specified. In this case, evidence must be 

supplied to verify that the applicant has equivalent qualifications based on academic and 

professional attainment and demonstration of an appropriate capacity for the research. 

 

Admissions Criteria 

Course of study: Doctor of Philosophy 

Delivery site: Parramatta 

Student cohort English language 

equivalence 

requirements 

Educational and other 

qualifications, skills, 

prerequisite occupation(s) 

Special or alternative admission 

arrangements 

(for example, bridging courses) 

Graduate of an 
undergraduate  
degree 

none Completion of an AQF 
Level 8 bachelors (honours 
1 or 2a) degree in a 
relevant field, or equivalent 

 

Demonstrated knowledge 
of research methodology 
equivalent to RES601 AND 
methodology in the area of 
specialisation 

 

 

A pre-admission interview will be conducted 
by the Program Director and bridging 
courses may be required. 

 

In exceptional circumstances the Program 
Director may recommend that an applicant 
be admitted who does not have the 
qualifications specified. In this case, 
evidence must be supplied to verify that the 
applicant has equivalent qualifications 
based on academic and professional 
attainment and demonstration of an 
appropriate capacity for the research.  

Graduate of a 
postgraduate  
degree 

none Completion of an AQF 
Level 9 or above 
postgraduate qualification 
in a relevant field, or 
equivalent. This must 
include at least a 20 credit 
point research component 
and an overall GPA at 
least 2.8. 

 

 

Graduates from a professional entry 
postgraduate award will be required to 
complete RES601 AND either BIB601, 
EDU601, THE601, HIS601, MIN601, 
BUS601, LEA601, COM601 or equivalent, 
with an overall GPA at least 2.8, as a 
bridging requirement. 

 

A pre-admission interview for all applicants 
will be conducted by the Program Director 
or Dean of School and bridging courses 
may be required. 
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3. Course Rationale 

Alphacrucis College (AC) is the national college of the Australian Christian Churches, which is a 

Pentecostal charismatic Christian movement. Although the courses are accessible to students of any 

background, this course usually attracts those whose personal faith resonates with the College’s 

Pentecostal orientation. This Level 10 Doctors (Research) program builds on AC’s growing and 

maturing research profile, to equip students to be independent researchers and make a substantial 

contribution toward advancing knowledge and research training in a variety of academic and 

professional contexts.  

The Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) is a research program designed for graduates with in-depth 

knowledge and skills, in the field of Theology, Business and/or Education, who want to make 

substantial and significant original research and research training contributions within academic, 

church and community settings. Graduates of the PhD will have systematic and critical 

In exceptional circumstances the Program 
Director may recommend that an applicant 
be admitted who does not have the 
qualifications specified. In this case, 
evidence must be supplied to verify that the 
applicant has equivalent qualifications 
based on academic and professional 
attainment and demonstration of an 
appropriate capacity for the research.  

Overseas 
students 

International 
English Language 
Testing Service 
(IELTS) of 7.0, with 
a score of not less 
than 7.0 in any 
band, or equivalent.  

IELTS (or 
equivalent) is not 
required for 
applicants who 
have undertaken 
the full four years of 
required higher 
education study (or 
equivalent) in 
English from an 
approved country. 

Completion of an AQF 
Level 8 bachelors (honours 
1 or 2a) degree in a 
relevant field, or 
equivalent, or  

 

Completion of an AQF 
Level 9 or above 
postgraduate qualification 
in a relevant field, or 
equivalent. This must 
include at least a 20 credit 
point research component 
and an overall GPA at 
least 2.8. 

 

Demonstrated knowledge 
of research methodology 
equivalent to RES601 AND 
methodology in the area of 
specialisation. 

 

 

A pre-admission interview will be conducted 
by the Program Director and bridging 
courses may be required. 

 

In exceptional circumstances the Program 
Director may recommend that an applicant 
be admitted who does not have the 
qualifications specified. In this case, 
evidence must be supplied to verify that the 
applicant has equivalent qualifications 
based on academic and professional 
attainment and demonstration of an 
appropriate capacity for the research.  

 

Graduates from a professional entry 
Masters award will be required to complete 
RES601 AND either BIB601, EDU601, 
THE601, HIS601, MIN601, BUS601, 
LEA601, COM601, or equivalent, with an 
overall GPA at least 2.8, as a bridging 
requirement. 
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understanding, including a working knowledge of recent developments and approaches in the area 

of specialisation. Specialisation in Theology will include areas such as Systematic Theology, Biblical 

Studies, History or Ministry. Specialisation in Business will include areas such as Business, Leadership 

or Communication. Specialisation in Education will include areas such as Education, Educational 

Leadership and Theological Education. However, it is anticipated that some students may explore 

cross-disciplinary areas, such as Theology and Economics. Graduates will demonstrate specialised 

knowledge and skills in research using methodologies applicable to their discipline. Advanced skills in 

critical thinking, communication and creative problem solving of complex issues are demonstrated 

through independent, original research and scholarship. Graduates’ research will identify, 

investigate and address an issue within the chosen field, to be presented in a research thesis which 

will make a significant original contribution toward the advancement of learning and/or professional 

practice within the chosen field. 

Graduates of the PhD program are likely to find employment in the church, the business sector, the 

education sector, as well as in the community sector. Graduate employment opportunities include, 

but are not limited to: 

• Lecturer 

• Academic researcher 

• Church pastor  

• Community/NFP/NGO worker 

• Church administrator  

• Education administrator or teacher 

• Business professional 

• Overseas aid and development worker 
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 4. Course Learning Outcomes  

 

Course name: Doctor of Philosophy 

Delivery 

site(s): 
Parramatta 

Delivery 

mode(s): 
Individual research supervision 

AQF 

specification 
Level 10: Doctors Degree 
(Research) 

Learning outcomes 

Knowledge Graduates of a Doctoral Degree 

will have: 

 a substantial body of 
knowledge at the frontier of a 
field of work or learning, 
including knowledge that 
constitutes an original 
contribution; 

 substantial knowledge of 
research principles and 
methods applicable to the 
field of work or learning. 

Demonstrated: 

 critical, innovative and systematic understanding 
of a substantial and complex body of knowledge 
that makes an original contribution to a particular 
area in the field of specialisation such as 
Systematic Theology, Biblical Studies, History, 
Ministry, Business, Leadership, Communication, 
Education, Educational Leadership or 
Theological Education; 

 advanced and expert knowledge of scholarship 
and recent developments in the area under 
consideration; 

 sophisticated understanding of advanced 
research principles and methods, and substantial 
knowledge of specific research approaches used 
within the field of Theology, Business and/or 
Education. 

Skills Graduates of a Doctoral Degree  

will have: 

 cognitive skills to demonstrate 
expert understanding of 
theoretical knowledge and to 
reflect critically on that theory 
and practice 

 cognitive skills and use of 
intellectual independence to 
think critically, evaluate 
existing knowledge and ideas, 
undertake systematic 
investigation and reflect on 
theory and practice to 
generate original knowledge 

 expert technical and creative 
skills applicable to the field of 
work or learning 

Demonstrated ability to: 

 autonomously engage in critical reflection, 
analysis and synthesis of the body of 
theoretical knowledge related to a particular 
area within the field of Theology, Business 
and/or Education;   

 establish, incorporate and apply effective 
research methodologies to advance existing 
professional knowledge and/or practice; 

 design a research question that explores an 
original and complex issue and propose 
solutions;    

 communicate effectively the complexity of the 
original research and its findings to peers and 
the community; 

 provide creative responses to the 
contemporary challenges and new 
developments in research and scholarship 
within the field of Theology, Business and/or 
Education.  
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 communication skills to 
explain and critique 
theoretical propositions, 
methodologies and 
conclusions 

 communication skills to 
present cogently a complex 
investigation of originality or 
original research for external 
examination against 
international standards and to 
communicate results to peers 
and the community 

 expert skills to design, 
implement, analyse, theorise 
and communicate research 
that makes a significant and 
original contribution to 
knowledge and/or 
professional practice 

 

 

Application of 

knowledge and 

skills 

Graduates of a Doctoral Degree will 
demonstrate the application of 
knowledge and skills: 

 with intellectual independence  

 with initiative and creativity in 
new situations and/or for 
further learning 

 with full responsibility and 
accountability for personal 
outputs 

 to plan and execute original 
research with the ongoing 
capacity to generate new 
knowledge, including in the 
context of professional 
practice 

Demonstrated ability to: 

 apply the knowledge and skills developed within 
the selected research field to engage with new 
questions and find innovative and creative 
solutions;  

 work independently, responsibly and with the 
level of professionalism expected of an expert in 
the selected research field; 

 effectively design, implement and communicate a 
major thesis in the selected research field to 
contribute original knowledge and expertise to 
peers and the community; 

 develop an advanced level of integrative 
reflection which will inform and enhance 
professional practice. 
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5. Course Structure: 

 

Doctor of Philosophy 

Title of the course 

of study: 
Doctor of Philosophy 

Structure of the 

course of study: 

The course consists of 240 credit points comprising: 

 80,000 word research thesis (240 credit points) in area of specialisation – Core 

To qualify for award of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy a candidate shall complete at least 
240 credit points. 

Content of the course of study Credit 

points 

Core subjects RES803 PhD Research Thesis 240 

Specialisations n/a 

Rules of 

progression 
Refer to candidature policy and procedure. 

Other protocols of 

the course 
To be eligible to graduate, students must pass at least 240 credit points. 

Pre-requisites for 

specific subjects 
Pre-requisites are noted on the subject outline. Students must have completed the pre-
requisite to enrol in the subject. 
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6. Subject Outlines   

 

Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) 

Subject Code Subject Name 

RES803 PhD Research Thesis 

 


