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BEd (Primary) Program Handbook 
 

1. Program Details 

i. Full Title: Bachelor of Education (Primary) 

ii. Abbreviated Title: BEd (Primary) 

iii. AC Faculty Category: Education 

iv. Campuses: Parramatta, Global Online 

v. AC Program Director: Stephen Brinton 

vi. Course Length: 4 years full-time; up to 8 years part-time  

vii. AQF Level: Level 7. 

viii. Accreditation period: 27/07/2022 

 

2. Pathways/ admission  
 
IELTS 

If English is not the applicant’s first language or if their first degree was awarded in a non-English 
speaking nation, they will be required to show proficiency in the International English Language 
Testing System (IELTS) (or equivalent). Such students admitted into our programs must attain an 
overall IELTS (or equivalent) score of 7.5 (with no score below 7 in any of the four skills areas, and a 
score of no less than 8 in speaking and listening), either on entry to or on graduation from the 
program. For full details of the policy on the ‘English Language Proficiency for Teachers see the 
Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards - English Language Proficiency Policy. 

Academic Entry Requirements 

Entry into the Bachelor of Education (Primary) program requires completion of NSW Higher School 
Certificate with an ATAR of no less than 65, or the completion of the interstate or overseas 
equivalent qualification and result, or equivalent. This must include a minimum of three Band 5 HSC 
results, including one in English; or equivalent; 

OR 

Completion of at least a full year of discipline studies in another higher education award (e.g. a one 
year Diploma of Arts).  

Note: AC will require pre-service teachers to sit the Literacy and Numeracy Test for Initial Teacher 
Education Students Literacy and Numeracy Test for Initial Teacher Education Students.. This is 
mandated from July 2016.  

Mature Aged Students (over 21 years old): Completion of at least a full year of discipline studies in 
another higher education award (e.g. a one year Diploma of Arts).  

http://www.studentsfirst.gov.au/teacher-quality


 

3 

 

All applicants to the award must comply with the requirements as set out in the Policies and 
Procedures of Alphacrucis College. Specifically all applicants must hold Australian citizenship, have 
permanent residency, or apply as an international student and have an acceptable level of English 
language proficiency.  

3. Course Rationale 
 
The Bachelor of Education (Primary) is a pre-service teacher education program, designed to meet the 
Australian Professional Standards for Teachers – professional knowledge, professional practice and 
professional engagement at undergraduate teacher level, equipping them for provisional registration 
as generalist teachers for all primary school year levels. It provides a core of pedagogy in each of the 
Key Learning Areas (KLAs) and professional experience. It also allows students to explore areas of 
interest through elective subjects. In addition to developing general skills in critical thinking, problem-
solving, teamwork, and communication, the graduates will be equipped with theoretical knowledge 
in curriculum development and pedagogy, as well as skills in education areas, to equip them for 
classroom teaching.  
 
The purpose of this Level 7 Bachelor coursework program is to integrate a well-developed foundation 
in educational knowledge, with a coherent theoretical understanding and professional experience 
framed within a Christian ethic of caring for their neighbour. In this sense, the BEd (Primary) acts as 
an integrated environment for the preparation of students who wish to develop skills for a diverse 
range of educational applications. This can also take them on to postgraduate study in a selected area 
of practice. 
The course builds on the College’s established expertise in producing graduates who embody integrity, 
professional knowledge, and social skills, making a positive contribution to society.  It develops the 
professional skills necessary to teach the full range of primary curriculum and trains students in how 
to engage with communities of practice for ongoing support throughout their careers.  
Graduates of the Bachelor of Education (Primary) may find employment in schools (faith-based, 
government and non-government schools), not-for-profit and mission-focused organisations, 
community service-orientated positions, and positions that require research skills and critical thinking. 
Additionally, graduates may progress further along the pathway toward Level 8 and 9 (postgraduate 
studies) upon completion of the Bachelor of Education (Primary). 
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4. Course Learning Outcomes  
 

Course name: Bachelor of Education (Primary) 

Delivery 
site(s): 

Parramatta, online 

Delivery 
mode(s): 

Blended delivery, involving: face-to-face lectures and tutorials; moderated online 
discussion groups, and use of other E-learning resources. 

AQF 
specification 
Level xx (insert 
as applicable) 

Level 7: Bachelor Degree 
(Coursework) 

Learning outcomes 

Knowledge Graduates of a Bachelor Degree 
(Coursework) will have: 
 a broad and coherent body of 
knowledge, with depth in the 
underlying principles and concepts 
in one or more disciplines as a basis 
for independent lifelong learning. 

Demonstrated: 
a broad and coherent knowledge of Christian doctrine, 
tradition and history as a foundation for development of a 
Christian worldview;  
an in-depth knowledge of key issues and practices in the 
discipline area of primary teaching; 
a general knowledge of scholarship and recent 
developments in the KLA’s pertaining to primary teaching, 
including, where appropriate, across disciplines; 
a broad and coherent understanding regarding the 
planning, implementation, assessment and reporting of 
pedagogically sound learning activities consistent with a 
Christian worldview and appropriate to the demands of the 
teaching context. 

Skills Graduates of a Bachelor Degree 
(Coursework) will have: 
cognitive skills to review critically, 
analyse, consolidate and synthesise 
knowledge 
cognitive and technical skills to 
demonstrate a broad understanding 
of knowledge with depth in some 
areas 
cognitive and creative skills to 
exercise critical thinking and 
judgement in identifying and solving 
problems with intellectual 
independence 
communication skills to present a 
clear, coherent and independent 
exposition of knowledge and ideas. 

Demonstrated ability to analyse and interpret the stages of 
development in physical, cognitive, social/emotional and 
spiritual growth in children and apply it to diagnosis and 
teaching strategies for progression of students; 
analyse and synthesise various pedagogical approaches 
with differing ideologies and develop skills and strategies 
(including technologies) to enhance the quality of learning 
for all students, including those from marginalised 
communities; 
communicate effectively coherent ideas and proposed 
solutions to peers and general audiences in diverse 
contexts; 
identify and critically evaluate new developments of 
research and scholarship in the discipline area of primary 
teaching. 

Application of 
knowledge 
and skills 

Graduates of a Bachelor Degree 
(Coursework) will demonstrate the 
application of knowledge and skills: 
With initiative and judgement in 
planning, problem solving and 
decision making in professional 
practice and/or scholarship 
to adapt knowledge and skills in 
diverse contexts 

Demonstrated ability to: 
discuss and analyse contemporaneous topics, issues and 
challenges impacting on primary teaching, from a Christian 
worldview, to develop appropriate solutions;  
comply with professional codes of ethics and regulations 
which impact on the ability to work with children and keep 
abreast of changes in the legislation and practice 
applicable to the specific teaching context; 
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with responsibility and accountability 
for own learning and professional 
practice and in collaboration with 
others within broad parameters. 

work independently, responsibly and with the level of 
professionalism expected of an expert in primary teaching; 
collaborate with the broader community of Christian 
teachers and school leaders to provide appropriate 
collegial support; 
undertake self-reflection and evaluation of teaching 
performance for the purpose of vocational development. 
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5. Course Structure: 
 

Title of the course 

of study: 
Bachelor of Education (Primary) 

Structure of the 

course of study: 

Structure of the course of study: The course structure is based on eight semesters (each of 13 weeks 

duration), with four subjects taught in each semester. It comprises: 

 

 10 cp from Research 

 10 cp from Christian Studies 

 110 cp from Education 

 140 cp from Curriculum Studies 

 10 cp Electives 

 40 cp Professional Experience 

 

Professional Experience (including Community Engagement) consisting of community-based learning 
and a minimum number of supervised teaching days in primary schools as stipulated by local 
registration/employing bodies. 
 
To qualify for award of the degree of Bachelor of Education (Primary) a candidate shall accrue an 
aggregate of at least 320 credit points, including satisfactory completion of the core subjects noted 
below. 

Content of the course of study Credit 

points 

Core subjects Recommended course progression: 

 

FIRST YEAR 

First semester 

RES101 Introduction to Academic Writing and Research 

THE101 Christian Worldview 

EDU101 Foundations in Christian Learning and Teaching 

CRS103 Language and Literacy 

 

Second Semester 

EDU124 Australian Indigenous and Multicultural Education 

EDU223 Inclusive Education 

CRS104 Numeracy and Literacy 

EXP211 Professional Experience 1 

 

SECOND YEAR 

Third Semester 

CRS211 Personal Development, Health and Physical Education: Part A 

CRS214 Mathematics: Part A 

CRS212 Science and Technology: Part A 

EDU231 Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 

 

Fourth Semester 

CRS221 Creative Arts: Part A 

CRS203 English: Part A 

EDU343 Educational Psychology 

EXP212 Professional Experience 2 

 

THIRD YEAR 

 

 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 

 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 
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Fifth Semester 

CRS202 History and Geography: Part A 

CRS311 Personal Development, Health and Physical Education: Part B 

EDU341 Differentiated Curriculum and Learning Management 

EDU342 Learning and Teaching through ICT 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 Sixth Semester 

CRS302 History and Geography: Part B 

CRS303 English: Part B 

EDU320 Cross-Curricular Pedagogies 

EXP311 Professional Experience 3 

 

FOURTH YEAR 

Seventh Semester 

CRS321 Creative Arts: Part B 

CRS314 Mathematics: Part B 

CRS312 Science and Technology: Part B 

EDU332 Learning and Teaching in Community Contexts 

 

Eighth Semester 

EDU322 The Self-Reflective Educator 

EDU225 Childhood and Adolescent Development 

EXP312 Professional Experience 4 

Elective 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 

 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 

 

 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Elective subjects 1 subject taken from accredited Level 7 subjects offered by Alphacrucis College.        

Specialisations        

Rules of progression Maximum of 10 subjects (100 credit points) at 100 level, and at least eight subjects (80 
credit points) at 300 level. 

      

Other protocols of the 

course 
Must have the appropriate approvals for working with children before they may enter a 
classroom. 

      

Pre-requisites for 

specific subjects 
Pre-requisites are noted on the subject outline. Students must have completed the pre-
requisite to enrol in the subject. 
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6. Subject Outlines   
 

Bachelor of Education (Primary) – Core Subjects 

Subject Code Subject Name 

THE101 Christian Worldview 

RES101 Introduction to Academic Writing and Research 

EDU101 Foundations in Christian Learning and Teaching 

CRS103 Language and Literary 

EDU124 Australian Indigenous and Multicultural Education 

EDU223 Inclusive Education 

CRS104 Numeracy and Literacy 

EXP211 Professional Experience 1 

CRS211 Personal Development, Health and Physical Education: Part A  

CRS212 Science and Technology: Part A 

CRS214 Mathematics: Part A 

EDU231 Curriculum, Assessment and Reporting 

CRS221 Creative Arts: Part A 

CRS203 English: Part A 

EDU225 Childhood and Adolescent Development 

EXP212 Professional Experience 2 

BIB101 Introduction to the Bible 

CRS202 History and Geography: Part A 

CRS312 Science and Technology: Part B 

EDU341 Educational Psychology 

EDU322 The Self-Reflective Educator 

EDU332 Learning and Teaching in Community Contexts 

EXP312 Professional Experience 4 

Diploma of Arts – Elective Subjects 

Subject Code Subject Name 

HIS101 History of Christianity  

CCM304 World Religions 

WOR205 Worship, Arts and Church History 

SOC201 Theology of Social Justice 

MIN221 Children’s Ministry 

MIN326 Advanced Children’s and Youth Ministry 

 

http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/the101-christian-worldview/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/res101-introduction-to-academic-writing-and-research/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu101-foundations-in-christian-learning-and-teaching/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs103-language-and-literacy/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu124-australian-indigenous-and-multicultural-education/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu223-inclusive-education/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs104-numeracy-and-literacy/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/exp211-professional-experience-1/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs211-personal-development-health-and-physical-education-part-a/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs212-science-and-technology-part-a/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs214-mathematics-part-a/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu231-curriculum-assessment-and-reporting/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs221-creative-arts-part-a/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs203-english-part-a/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu225-childhood-and-adolescent-development/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/exp212-professional-experience-2/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/bib101-introduction-to-the-bible/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs202-history-and-geography-part-a/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/crs312-science-and-technology-part-b/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu341-educational-psychology/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu322-the-self-reflective-educator/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/edu332-learning-and-teaching-in-community-contexts/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/exp312-professional-experience-4/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/his101-history-of-christianity/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/ccm304-world-religions/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/wor205-worship-arts-and-church-history/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/soc201-theology-of-social-justice/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/min221-childrens-ministry/
http://ac.edu.au/schools/units/min326-advanced-childrens-and-youth-ministry/

